M. A G Mck, President
Cetty Pi pe Conpany
660 Madi son Avenue
New York, NY 10021

Dear M. Meck:

Thank you for your letter of My 14, 1974, asking whether the 12
inches of additional cover required for operation of a pipeline
under 49 CFR 195.210 applies where a carrier permts construction
of a private dwelling on its right-of-way within 50 feet of an
exi sting pipeline.

Section 195.210(a) requires that a "Pipeline right-of-way nust be
selected to avoid, as far as practicable, areas containing private
dwellings ...." Section 195.210(b) states: "No pipeline nmay be
located within 50 feet of any private dwelling ... unless it is
provided with at least 12 inches of cover in addition to that

prescribed in ?7195.248." As provided in ?195.200, these sections
are applicable "... for constructing new pipeline systens wth
steel pipe, and for relocating, replacing, or otherw se changing
exi sting pipeline systens that are constructed with steel pipe.

A pipeline carrier's action allowi ng a change in either a right-of-
way or in the distance between its pipeline and adjacent structure
is an action changing an existing pipeline system within the

meaning if ?195.200. Therefore, an action by the pipeline operator
that would permt the construction within 50 feet of an existing
pi peline serves to effectively change the |ocation of that pipeline
relative to adjacent structures. The pipeline operator would,

then, pursuant to ?195.210(b), have to provide 12 inches of
pi peline cover in addition to that required by ?195.248(a) unless
t he exception provided in ?7195.248(b) is applicable.

W trust this adequately responds to your inquiry.
Si ncerely,
/ si gned/
Joseph C. Cal dwel |

D rector
Ofice of Pipeline Safety
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M. Joseph C. Cal dwel |

Director, Ofice of Pipeline Safety
400 7th Street, S.W

Washi ngton, D. C. 20590

Dear M. Cal dwel | :

Cetty Pipe Conpany is the owner-operator of two parallel 6"
petrol eum product pipelines within the States the New Jersey and
Pennsyl vani a. The lines are installed with an average earth
coverage of two and one-half feet within easenents which in the
majority are undefined as to location and width. Qur conpany has
been contacted by a hone construction firmrequesting permssion to
erect on their lands new single famly dwellings, several of which
will be located within 50 feet of the pipelines.

Based on the conditions outlined above, we request your office
for an interpretation of 49 CFR 195.210 to determne if an
affirmative action of allow ng construction within 50 feet of the
pipelines would obligate us to provide 18: additional pipeline
cover as provided for in 210(b).

Your earl i est consi deration of this natter woul d be
appr eci at ed.

Very truly yours,

A G Meck
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